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Prez Sez: 

 

Prez Sez: 
 
It is that time of year again to finish that airplane project in your garage that you put off while the sun 

was shining on our field at Lake Casitas. As of early Sunday, November 16), I have recorded over 6” of 

rain in Oak View since the last Thursday. 

The AMA Introductory Pilot Program has attracted three more student pilots since our last meeting in 

September.  Please welcome Landon, Mika and Callum to our club as temporary members.  I have the 

Aero Scout we were awarded by the AMA for this program and have it programmed with a buddy box 

for our student pilots.  I asked Dave to rework our “Learn to Fly”: poster with Dave and I’s contact info 
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so interested students can make an appointment to fly with any of our instructors. A copy of the poster 

is at the end of the newsletter for comments at our upcoming meeting.  

We hosted an A.C.E High School class, led by Ian McGuire, at our field this month to fly their classroom-

built drone at our field.  The four students and their instructor all are AMA members and they registered 

their drone with the FAA.  I asked the park ranger to come down and sign their Permit to Fly applications 

and after reviewing the rotor craft rules, we all had some doughnuts and drinks.  They plan to return 

three more times this year, always on a Wednesday or Friday when there are fewer RC pilots flying.   

However, not all drone pilots follow our flight rules and receive permission from Lake Casitas to fly their 

drone.  Last month we had an incident on a Sunday where the pilots assembled their drone at the west 

end of the field, then proceeded to fly over the east end of the runway while the RC pilots were flying 

their 3-D planes without asking for permission to fly.  They were asked to stop and complied, but their 

response was, “the attendant at the gate told us we could fly at the field.”  I will work with George to 

make sure the employees at the gate have the forms and rules required to fly drones at the field. 

We need to have an election at our next meeting to vote for either the current officers to continue for 

another year, or anyone else who would like to step up and fill one of the board positions.  Please 

attend and make your voice heard and approve any motions we discuss, such as the upcoming 

Christmas party. 

Pizza, Subs and Cookies at our meeting Thursday. 

Thanks, 

Your Prez, 
Jeff 
 

Meeting Minutes: 

 
President Jeff called the meeting to order at 7:22. This was after the usual dinner of pizza and 
sandwiches. 
 
The meeting was dedicated to the memory of TJ, the club member the field is dedicated to. It 
has been a year since he passed. There was a moment of silence. 
 
There were 13 members and two guests in attendance. 
 
Membership is at 110 members 
 
The meeting minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s report: Funds are in good standing and the report was approved.  
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You can pay/renew  your club fees on the website starting in October. 
 
Safety Officer: Use restraints and call out your take-offs and landings. 
 
Park Liaison: Good to go for rangers at the Float Fly for inspection. 
 
Field is closed September 20 and Oct 8th 
 
New Business 
Due to the lack of participants in the previous couple of events the club is considering having 
fewer events next year. Let the Officers know your thoughts. 
 
It is a club-election year. President Jeff will get a email out regarding position up for reelection 
and who plans to stay on. 
 
The big shed has a 50-drawer organizer, plan to move it to the smaller shed so it is more 
accessible to the membership. 
 
Float fly set up is Thursday Oct. 9. The event is Oct. 10-12 
 
Christmas party: Plan to have Q-time cater again. The party will include prizes. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 
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Float Fly Picts from October 10-12 

Thanks to George B 
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In other news… 

The club’s late member (T.J Moran) told us a story of him crashing a real plane in a lake in 

Pennsylvania as a teenager... Someone dug up the article from May 23rd 1964: 

 

    
 

 

The summary is: 

TJ and a buddy crashed a Piper Colt into the lake and was saved by 

the three pictured above. 

The three guys were planning to go fishing and had just launched 

their boat. The fisherman told authorities they watched the plane 

make a couple circles above the lake, then “slice” into the water. The 

assumption is that the pilot (our guy, T.J.) misjudged his altitude. 

Everyone escaped the scene relatively unharmed; the plane’s 

passenger had to have stiches on his lip. 

The flight started at 9:30pm and came to the unfortunate end at 

midnight. 
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Piper Colt 

Lake Pymatuning / Reservoir 

Borders Ohio and Pennsylvania 
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Upcoming Events 

November 22: Quaker day balloon drop, w/ BBQ and raffle 
December 13 Comet’s Christmas party 
 

Comet’s Facebook Page: Comets RC Club and Airfield at Lake Casitas 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176389889955152


ANY SATURDAY 
 APPOINTMENT

LEARN TO FLY MODEL 
RC PLANES!

The Ventura Co Comets RC Club 
hosts FREE Flight lessons at 

Lake Casitas Rec Area.

ITS FREE! 
SATURDAYS 

By Appointment 
9a -12p

Just CALL 805-901-8582

BY

Type to enter text

COMETS’ AIRFIELD

Lake Casitas Recreation Area


11311 Santa Ana Road

Ventura, CA


        SCAN for our Website


    Call for directions or any questions!

323-316-4552 or 805-901-8582
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