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Next Meeting:  Thursday, 21 May, 7:30 PM at 
the Oak View Community Center 

The Official  
Newsletter of the 

    President              Mike Ambarian  (805) 646-6084 
    Vice President           Dale Nash  (805) 532-1433 
    Secretary                   Sandy Brown  (805) 487-2215 
    Treasurer                                     Emery Balasa                   (805) 794-7946 
    Field Marshal /Safety    Steve Billings              (805) 487-2215 
    Park Liaison                        Ken Marsh  (805) 646-1962 
    Webmaster     Don Sorensen  (805) 968-4288 
                                            dsorensen@tri-counties.org 
    Comets’ Tale Editor   Jerry Deanda   (805) 641-3730  deandamid@charter.net 

Comets’ Website:  www.vccomets.com   
Board of Directors 

Mike Ambarian, Dale Nash, Sandy Brown,  Emery Balasa and Steve Billings 
    Instructor Pilots 

Emery Balasa    Steve Billings    Andrew Carlson    Bob Root   Ron Scott  
George Lanquist    TJ Moran    Steve Steinmetz   Alastair Brennan 

The Comets’ Tale is the official newsletter and record of the Ventura County  
Comets, AMA Chartered Club #173 and is published monthly at the Comets’ Tale 

Plaza, somewhere in Ventura.  

 Editorial contributions are welcome .   
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Coming Up! 
 
 
 
 
 

16&17 May 
20th Annual Gathering 
of the Giants at Condor 

field – Camarillo   
 

Sun. 31 May  
Electric Fun Fly & 

Glowpower < .15”. + 
BBQ @ Comets Field.   

 
1st Sunday of Each 

Month 
Open House at Santa 

Paula Airport 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Root’s Rambling 
     The Ventura Comets had a spectacular turn out for the April float fly.  We 
had 70 entries on Saturday and an additional 8 signed up on Sunday.  The 
weather was perfect.  It was warm with a slight breeze to keep the temperature 
from getting too hot.  Event director Ron Scott kept everything running 
smoothly and the raffle and BBQ were outstanding as always.  The flight line is 
shown in Picture 1 on Saturday looking North and in picture 2 on Sunday loing  
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south.  No one had to wait long 
for a flight station and a lot of 
flights were made.   
  Picture 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 
shows some of the pit activity.  
The club was well supported by 
the members with plenty of help 
all day.  I didn’t get a picture of 
everyone who put on boots and 
helped with the model launch-

ing but these pictures show many of 
them.  I also didn’t get pictures of 
the cooks, bottle washers, raffle run-
ners, transmitter impound workers, 
or the sign.-up people but the club 

should thank them all for do-
ing a really great job.   
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We also need to thank the rescue boat people who were 
busy all weekend.  Two rescues are shown in pictures 9 and 
10 with a Canadair flying boat flying over in picture 10.  I 
am not including people’s names because I didn’t try to 
keep track of who was doing what.  I just know I saw a lot 
of club members over the weekend helping to make the 
event enjoyable for everyone.  Thanks everyone 
 
 
 

 
Our hardworking newsletter editor, Jerry 
Deanda, is shown in picture 11 with Dale 
Nash.  Dale is getting ready to launch a 
cute little Ryan which seemed to fly well.   
  I have included some of the other inter-

esting models in attendance in the following pictures.  Two large 
models, a Cessna in the 
foreground and a Mar-
tin Clipper in the back,  
are shown in picture 
12.  Picture 13 shows 
my favorite model, a 
large Boeing Clipper 
on a low fly-by.  
A classic sport 
bi-plane is taxing 
out in picture 14 
and a highly 

aerobatic 
design is 
just lift-
ing off in 
picture 
15.   
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Picture 16 is of a classic Cub while 17 shows a 
great flying Canadair water bomber during take 
off.  Pictures 18 and 19 show an interesting but 
obscure airplane.  I have forgotten what it is but 
it flew very scale like.  It flew like a very light 
weight model.  The Ryan shown earlier is in pic-
ture 20 and a giant 110 inch span Sig Rascal 110  

 
is shown in picture 21.  My last picture (22) is of one of the 
nicer Cubs taking off. 
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April 2009 Minutes 
 
 
The Comet meeting was called to order by Dale Nash on April 16, at 7:30 pm, at the Oak View Community 
Center. 
 
The March minutes had not been forwarded due to computer problems.  We had no guests and no new mem-
bers – although Dave Watson finally attended a meeting!  We thought he was a new member. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  We have 70 members and finances are in good shape.  The report was approved. 
 
Field Marshall/Safety Officer:  Steve Billings wished everybody a safe float fly and please see him if any 
problems came up.  All were reminded that Friday, April 17, was flying for members only.  Saturday and Sun-
day, April 18 and 19, was the official Comets Float Fly. 
Park Liaison:  Kenny Marsh reminded all that floats will be inspected prior to flying.  Forms, verifying the 
inspection, are required to be filled out and returned to the Lake office. 
 
Old Business:  Still looking for someone to do the resurfacing of the runway. 
 
New Business:  Kenny Marsh will be providing firewood for the cooks for the Comets Float Fly.  Thanks 
Kenny!  Retrieval boats will be provided and all other workers have been identified. 
 
Dale Nash is still selling tickets for an engine, donated by Emery Balasa, and a Yak plane.  Dale sez “There 
are only 2 tickets left!”  Tickets are being sold for $10 each.  (Not real sure the real number of how many are 
left.) 
 
Model of the Month:  T.J. Moran brought a park flyer, which runs on a 4600 motor powered on 11 volt 3 cell 
battery, has a little under 1 horsepower, draws 80 amps, and uses 4.5 X 5 pitch prop. 
 
T.J. also brought a Precision Aerobatics Katana kit from Atlantic Hobbies, reported to be “just a little kite”.  

Weighs 36 ounces in all, 2818 900Kv 13 x 6 ½” prop, draws 35 amps, 2200 milliamp, and .5 horse power. 
 
There was no raffle at this months meeting, as the money went for more prizes at the Float Fly raffle. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:00. 
 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

                                                                                                                                                 ��	
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Name  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City  ____________________________    State  _________________   Zip   _____________________ 
 
AMA Number   ______________________ 
 
Telephone Number  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
R/C Frequency Channel  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Type of Membership:     Senior________    Spouse________    Junior________    Lifetime  ________ 

 
 

Membership Renewal Fee:  Senior  $50,  Spouse $25, Junior 17 yrs. and younger $10 
Please include a copy of your 2009 AMA membership card 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Boise passed away May 6th unexpectedly a week after emergency surgery.  He was a 
Cadet in WW2, a private pilot, and a member of the Comets for over 25 years.  

Here is a picture of him a few years ago.  

                                                                                                                                                                                  Ron Konstanzer 
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Here are a few more shots of the Float Fly, contributed by TJ Moran and Dale Nash 

TJ Moran 

Dale Nash 

TJ Moran 
Dale Nash 

TJ Moran TJ Moran 


